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either changing his mind, or having more mind than ability, he
contented himself to keep the said Memoirs, and read them as
his own to all his acquaintance. A noble person there is, into
whose company Mr. Pope once chanced to introduce him, who
well remembereth the conversation of Mr. Moore to have turn- 5
ed upon the "Contempt he had for the work of that reverend
"prelate, and how full he was of a design he declared himself to
"have of exposing it." This noble person is the Earl of PETER-
BOROUGH.
Here in truth should we crave pardon of all the foresaid right 10
honourable and worthy personages, for having mentioned them
in the same page with such weekly riff-raff railers and rhymers;
but that we had their ever-honoured commands for the same;
and that they are introduced not as witnesses in the controversy,
but as witnesses that cannot be controverted; not to dispute, but 15
to decide.
Certain it is, that dividing our writers into two classes, of such
who were acquaintance, and of such who were strangers, to our
author; the former are those who speak well, and the other those
who speak evil of him. Of the first class, the most noble           20
JOHN Duke of BUCKINGHAM
sums up his character in these lines:
"bAnd yet so wond'rous, so sublime a thing,
"As the great Iliad, scarce could make me sing,
"Unless I justly could at once commend                   25
"A good companion, and as^znn a friend*,
"One moral, or a mere well-natured deed,
"Can all desert in sciences exceed."
So also is he decyphered by the honourable
SIMON HARGOURT.                              30
"cSay, wond'rous youth, what column wilt thou chuse,
"What laurePd arch, for thy triumphant Muse?
7 himself] himself       22 character] personal character
24 could] should
b Verses to Mr. P. on his translation of Homer. <For John Sheffield, first
Duke of Buckingham and Normanby (1648-1721), see Biog. App., vol. iv.>
c Poem prefixed to his works. <The text of these lines in the Works (1717)
varies slightly from that given here. The author was Pope's friend Simon, and